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Montreal Thiru Murugan Temple 
YOU ARE ENTERING A PLACE OF WORSHIP 
Guidelines for all Devotees 


Footwear is not allowed 
Food and drinks are not allowed 
Smoking is not allowed 
Cell phones should be switched off or put in 
silent mode 
Silence must be maintained during prayers 
Deities must not be touched 
Chidren should behave themselves and not run around 
Do not block the central hallway so 
devotees at the back can view the deities 
Any offering of flowers or other items for prayers 
should be given to the priest. 
ALL DEVOTEES ARE KINDLY ASKED TO FOLLOW THESE GUIDELINES 


Temple Opening Hours 


Opening Hours Pooja Hours 
Morning: © Varming oo 
| 7 \ g: 9:00 am 
8:00 am to 1:30pm YA ngarnoon: 12:00 pm 


Evening: EU en ing 
5:00pmite.9-30 privateer tn Giga 
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Montreal Thiru Murugan Temple 


Aspects of Hindu Temple 


The temple is a place to approach God and attain divine knowledge. All aspects of the Hindu 
temple focus on the goal of enlightenment and liberation through the principles of design and 
construction, the forms of its architecture and decoration, and the rituals performed. The temple 
is designed to dissolve the boundaries between man and the divine. An important aspect of the 
design of the ground plan is that it is intended to lead from the temporal world to the eternal. The 
principal shrine should face the rising sun thus the entrance faces the east. Movement towards the 
sanctuary, along the east-west axis and through a series of increasingly sacred spaces is of great 
importance and is reflected in the architecture. A typical Hindu temple consists of the following 
major elements - an entrance, often with a porch; one or more attached or detached mandapas or 
halls; the inner sanctum sactorum called the garbagriha, literally ‘ womb chamber’; and the tower 
Dee ed memo sieweeromltl VueauDeOWvee » tinue: sscair Dea-9 Pichia <.) | h-e 
murtis (depictions of the deities in a temple) provide access to the divine. 


Our temple complex incorporates several of the traditional elements of a typical Hindu temple: 
1. Four Vimanas (or shrines), one each for Murugan , Ganapathy, Venkateswarar and Durga. Each 
one has a garbhagriha (sanctum sanctorum). The Murugan sanctum sanctorum has a mukha 
mandapa (entrance hall) structurally connected to the main assembly hall. 
Balipitham, a dispensing seat in the form of a flat lotus in bloom. 
Dhwajasthambham ( a flag pole) 
Mahamandapa, the main assembly hall in which the devotees gather. 
Vasantha Mandapa for performing ‘special poojas ' and other oblutions. 
A separate shrine for “Natarajar and Sivakamy” in the main hall 
A separate shrine for “Samaya Kuravar” four saints inside the main hall. 
An altar for Navagrahas. 
A separate shrine for Bairava a the entrance of the Mahamandapa 
10. Yagasala for performing Homam and other obiutions 
11. Rajagopuram (gate-way tower) over the entrance mandapa rising above, over all other 


structures. 


The walls inside and outside, the vimanas, the gopuram and the entrances are all decorated with 
ornate sculptures based on Agamic Scriptures. 
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\ Brief descriptions of the Deities 


Sri Vinayakar (Ganesha, Pillayar) is worshipped as the prime deity. 





Every ritual begins with a prayer and pooja offering to Lord Ganapathy. 
He is the remover of all obstacles in the proper conduct of Sacred 
Ritual. The physical form of Ganapathy with the elephant head denotes 
superior perfection. Lord Ganesha is associated with a mouse as his 
vahana (vehicle) which represents ego and the restless human mind. The 
act of sitting denotes control. It means that humility is acquired by 
controlling the ego and peace by controlling the mind. It is emphazised 
in the Tamil devotional book Thiruvarutpayan that one who earnestly 
prays to Lord Ganapathy will not have difficulties in his/her education. 


Pillayar Sathurthi is the most important festival during the 


month of Aavani (August-September). 


Sri Murugan, the Great God, could well be called the Emancipator, 
ever available to the call of the needy and those in distress. He is 
the manifestations of Lord Siva in action and King of Kings, the 
power in their scepter. His Vel (Lance) empowering the scepter of 
the rulers, also ensures that justice prevails, wisdom enriches the 
mind of citizens, it rains in abundance and crops florish. Valli and 
Deivayani are his Divine consorts. They represent Ichcha Sakthi 
(Energy of Will) and the Kriya Sakhi (Energy of Action) of the Lord. 
The worship of Lord Murugan is revealed in the oldest Tamil 
scripture Tholkapiyam in 2500 B.C. Important festivals for Lord 
Murugan are Skantha Shasti (six days of strict fasting) in the month 
of Aipasi (October-November) and Karthikai Theepam in the 
month of Karthikai (November-December). 





Sri Vengateswara (Lord Vishnu) is depicted as the great Preserver, sustaining 


God of the universe. Worship of Lord Vengateswara is the most prevalent form 
of Vaishnava religious worship and is inextricably intertwined with the cultural 
life of India from time immemorial. Lore has it that it was Lord Vishnu who 
incarnated as Sri Rama and then again as Sri Krishna. The two greatest epics in 
India, Ramayana and Maha Bharatha are the description of Life cycle events of 
Sri Rama and Sri Krishna respectively. Furthermore it is said that Sri Krishna 


4 expounded the most important moral and religious code of India called 
ee Bhaghavat Ghita to Arjuna, a warrior and participant in Maha Bharatha. 





(December-January). 


Prominent festivity is Vaikunda Ekathasi on the month of Markazhi 
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Brief descriptions of the Deities 





Durgai Amman is a Sanskrit word which means Fort, a metaphor for security or 
protection. The Great Universal mother Goddess Durkai Amman is the feminine 
aspect of Lord Siva. She is the power, the force by which God creates 
preserves and destroys. Mother Durkkai Amman is worshipped in numerous 
physical forms. She is the benevolent looking mother to devotees, but can take 
the virulent form of Mother Kali to protect them from wicked forces. The 
weapons in her hands are for fighting against eight evils - hate, greed, passion, 
vanity, contempt of others, envy, jealousy and illusion with which one binds , 
one self. Navarathri is the famous festival for Druga in Purattasi - 

Se (arene nye se) fe Or Cet. 0. “bu-e or 


Sri Natarajar-Dancing Siva. Lord Siva is often depicted as Natarajah in the 
form of the Cosmic Dancer. The whole universe is in tune with the dance of 
the Lord. The dance is timed by the tempo of the universe, the seasons in 
the regularity, and the planets in their courses. Lord Siva in dancing form is 
shown with four hands. One hand holds a small drum by the sound of which 
he determines the time and the pulse of manifestation, evolution and 
renewal of the universe. In another hand are the flames which consume 
things in their eternal destiny. Third hand is Abhaya Mudra while the forth 
hand pointing downwards to the foot which represents the eternal moksha 
or muththi. The other foot is firmly established crushing the demom dwarf 
Muyalaka. Siva worship existed 4000 B.C in Indus Valley civilization 
according to archeological evidence, the first historical signs of Saivaism, 
although it was more evident in the Indus Valley civilization of Harappa and 
Mohenjo-dora during 3000 B.C. The famous festivals are Sivarathiri in the 
month of Maasy (February-March) and Aruthira Tharisanam (Thiruvembavai) 
in Markazhi (December-January). 






























Sri Bhairavar is one of the manifestations of Lord Siva. In Tamil tradition, he is considered the 
Guardian of the village or Temple and it’s a tradition to leave the temple keys at his feet at the 
end of the day. It is the first duty of the priest in the morning to take the keys from his feet 
after praying for his permission and blessings. ' 










Navagraham are the nine planets that govern our destinies. Hindus traditionallay believe that the 
planets - Sooriyan (Sun), Chandran or Soma (Moon), Sevvai or Kuja (Mars), Puthan (Mercury), 
Viyalan or Guru (Jupiter), Velli or Sukkiran (Venus), Sani (Saturn) and other celestial features of 
Ragu and Kethu have considerable influence on the life of mankind and they are worshipped in all 
Saivaite Temples. Sepcial pooja to Sani is very popular on Saturdays, especially in 
the month of Purattasi (September-October). 









Other Deities include: 










SRI ARUMAUGAR, SRI SANDESWARAR, SIVALINGAM, PAARVATHY, SRI DAKSHINAMOORTHY, 
SRI MAHA VISHNU, SRI BRAHMA 






Devotees Guide 


Passage between two buildings 


2 


ay = 
I aes ee a 


am: 


fy & éts - 


LI a 
yp ete Rl Oe A OA: ee a a A, elm AO 
4 Sp 
i { z 


=! 
are 
a ae 


Main Entrance ; Temple's East side (Rojakopuram) 


Temple's South Side 





Montreal Thiru Murugan Temple 





The numbering system of the Layout Plan is as follows: 


o S1 - $11 - Represents Shrines from 1 - 11 
- Durgai Amman 
- Sri Murugan with Valli & Deivayanai 
in Sanctum - Sanctorum (Moolasthanam) 

- Sri Vinayakar (Ganesha) 
- Sri Venkateswarar 
- Sri Natarajar with consort Sivakami 
- Vasantha Mandapam 
- Sri Arumugar 
- Sri Bairavar 

# S9 - Navagraham 

# $10 - Sri Sandeswarar 

# S11 - Four Nayanmars 


o SP1 - SP 2 - Represents Special 1 & 2 
# SP1 - Vahanam, Balipeetam & Kodisthampam 
# SP2 - Yaaga Salai 


o ST1 - ST5 - Represents Statues from 1 - 5 
# ST1 - Sivalingam 
# ST2 - Paarvathy 
# ST3 - Sri Dakshinamoorthy 
# ST4 - Sri Maha Vishnu 
# ST5 - Sri Brahma 


o OP1 - OP6 - Represents Ornamental Pillars from 1 - 6 
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Six Ornamental Pillars at Thiru Murugan Temple 


































Lord Murugan, the light of lights and the innermost Self of all, is worshiped in the form of God 
having six faces and twelve arms and the poets like to address him as “Aarumugan” 
(Shanmuga) -Lord of six faces. The Tamil word for the numeral Six AaRu has several more 
connected meanings and connotations which indicate “ He” is ALL-PERVADING; All-knowing 
and All powerful. The numeral Six is associated with several aspects of 

Thiru Murugan. Aarmugan was born out of the Six Sparks out of Lord Shiva’s Third Eye and 
suckled by the SIX stars of the “Kaarthigai”. In His campaign against Soora-Padman and his 
cohorts He Camped in SIX places, which have become the Six Special Temples -AaruPadai 
Veedukal. Lord Murugan specially manifest in those “SIX TEMPLES.” Each of these temples has 
a legend and history of its own. 





The Maha Mandapam of this temple has SIX Ornamental pillars. The legendary story of each 
temple is sculptured on the Front Side (facing the Rajakopuram) of each pillar. Lord Murugan 
in different forms, Murugan and His Consorts Theyvayanai and Valli, Lord Ganapathy in 
different forms, Lord Bhairava in different forms Lord Krishna in different forms and Durka in 
different forms are depicted on the other three sides of each pillar. 


OP1 - Palani - Thandayuthapani (Thiruvavinankudi, Sivaguri, Sivamalai) 








When Lord Muruga and Lord Ganesha were at Kailasa with their Father and Mother, Naarada 
brought a mango and offered it to Lord Siva. Now, Lord Siva made an offer to his sons to give 
the fruit to the one who would go around the whole world and return first. At this, Lord 
Skanda riding on his Peacock-Vahana, flew around the world and came back to Kailas anxious 
to win the prize offered by his Father. But to his great disappointment, Ganesha, taking his 
parents(Lord Siva and Parvati) as the world, had come around them and won the prize. 
Ganesha explained how the whole world was nothing but their dear Father and Mother in 
whom everything exists. Thrown into a rage by all this, Lord Skanda threw away all his 
decorations and clad dressed only in a Kaupeena and with a stick in his hand, left Kailasa in a 
huff. It is told in the Purana that, after traveling for a long time, he settled down on the top 
of a hill now known as Palani.To pacify their son, Lord Siva and Parvathi, with the other Devas, 
came over to Palani Hills and glorified him. Parvati Devi informed Skanda that he was himself 
the sweetest of the sweet fruits to them. Pacified by the sweet and winning word of his 
Mother, Lord Skanda returned along with them to Kailasa. This story is sculpted at the west 
side of the inner vimanam of Lord Murugan (above Sandeswarar). 
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Six Ornamental Pillars at Thiru Murugan Temple (con't) 


OP2 - Swamimalai - Swaminathan with Lord Shiva (Tiruverakam, Kurumalai) 





When Brahma was imprisoned by Skanda, Lord Siva approachd His son and asked him to 
release Brahma. After Brahma was released, Siva Himself desirous of hearing about the 
significance of Pranava, came to this place. Skanda as a Guru, imparted unto his Father, who, 
as disciple, heard the secret discourse, the Pranava Rahasya. Hence the Lord of this temple is 
known as Swaminathan or Sivagurunathan, the Guru of Lord Siva. 


OP3 - Thiruchchendhur - Senthil Velan 




















Lord Skanda with his army of Devas had his base Camp pitched at Thiruchchendhur. From here 
he sent his messenger Veerabahu Devar to Surapadma at his capital, Veera Mhendrapuri. After 
vanquishing Surapadma, the Lord returned to Thuruchendhur and settled down there. The 
festival of Skanda Shashti is celebrated in this temple with greate éclat. 


OP4 - Thirupparankundram - Murugan wedding with Theyvayanai 
After the fall of Surapadma and his followers, Lord Muruga, with the Devas, moved from 
Thiruchendhur to Thirupparankundram. Here at the request of Indra, Lord Muruga’s marriage 
with Deivayanai(daughter of Indra) took place. 


OP5 - Thiruthtanigai - Thirumurugan with Valli (Kunndruthoradal) 





Mountains and valleys present a charming and pleasant scenary by which the human mind gets 
delighted and inspired. Thus the ancients have enshrined Lord Muruga in temples on the top of 
such Hills. Thiruthanigai is one of the most famous out of the Hill temples; which includes 
Vallimalai, Thirukkalukkunram, Vedhavetpu, Viralimalai, Thiruchchirappalli, Thruchenkodu, 
and many more. It is told in Puranas that, after the war with the Asuras Lord 
Muruga’s wedding with Valli took place here. 





OP6 - Pazhamuthirsolai - Murugan and His Consorts Theyvayanai and Valli 









Mother Nature expresses herself in all her beauty in places abounding in hills and dales decked 
with various wild flowers. As the worship of Skanda was to commemorate the worship of 
Nature and its Creator, the Almighty, one can find temples of Skanda in every dale, valley and 
plain which abound in gardens and brooks. Amongst such places, Alagar Koil is famous for 
Skanda worship. 
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Explanation of Rajakopuram 


Hindu Agama Sastras compare a Temple to the human body, Just as our gross body has five 
sections - head,neck,chest,legs and feet - a Temple also has five corresponding sections. The 
Garbhagriham or sanctum sanctorum represents the head; Ardha Mantapam, the neck; Maha 
Mantapam, the chest; Yogasala, the legs; and the Gopuram, the feet. 


Raja Gopuram is erected at the front entrance of the Temple. It is so called because it is the 
tallest and the most majestic structure in the Temple. Usually, it will be visible even from 
great distances so that pilgrims visiting the Temple can spot it from afar. Raja Gopuram is 
considered as the gross body of the Deity installed in the Temple and devotees unable to visit 
the Temple simply consider the Raja Gopuram itself as the Deity and offer 
their obeisance from wherever they are. 










Generally, the Raja Gopuram consists of an odd number of levels - 3, 5, 7,9, etc. A diversity 
of images like idols of gods, saints, humans, animals, birds, description of puranic events etc. 
are depicted in the Raja Gopuram, bringing home the truth that the Universe has a place for 
all these forms of life. The significance of entering through the Raja Gopuram is that when 
one visits a temple, one should turn his antakarana or inner equipment (consisting of the five 
senses, mind, intellect, ego and heart through which the outer world is perceived), toward 
the Deity installed in the Temple and attempt to merge with the Deity. 

















Explanation of Dwajasthambam 





Dwajasthambam: This literally means “flag pole.” This is placed between the Rajagopuram 
and the main sanctum. Devatas representing "Sankam”, “Chakram” and "Yupam ” reside here. A 
special tree, fifteen feet in height, has been placed and clad with silver decorations. A 
special flag will be raised during Mahotsvam that will be conducted for Thiru Murugan to mark 
the occasions.Daily pooja will also be performed for the Dwajasthambam. 





Bali Peetam: This is placed between the Dwajasthambam and the Sanctum Sanctorum, and is 
“the seat of offerings”. Final services will be conducted at this site after the completion of the 
daily pooja for all the deities in the temple. 
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Brief History of Thiru Murugan Temple 


The weekly religious activity started with few members of the Tamil speaking Hindu 
community in Montreal, before two decades eventually evolved into hundreds of 
people coming and forming the Saiva Mission of Québec in 1985 with the main 
objective of building an authentic temple for their favourite god Lord Murugan 
following the Saiva Agamas and Sitpa Sastras and a centre to serve the social and 
cultural needs of the community. 


By 1991, hundreds of devotees succeeded in raising CAN $135, 000 towards a temple, 


In 1992 two acres ai land was save in the city of Dollard des eonean for CAN 
$450,000.Only faith in Lord Murugan and guru's blessings encouraged the Tamils to 
embark on a multi-million dollar venture with only CAN $135,000 in hand. The project 
was blessed by Satguru Sivaya Subramuniyaswami. Blessing of the land ceremony and 
a huge tree-planting ceremony were performed. 


The inauguration ceremony was held at an auspicious time on May 29th, 1995 by the 
divine grace of Almighty Lord Murugan at 1611 St-Regis Blvd, DDO (the location of the 
new temple). 

The Consecration ceremony of Phase I was religiously performed during the auspicious 
hours of 8:15 - 9:15 AM on 12th November 1995. 


In 1996, Sri Durkai Amman Shrine was built and the Consecration ceremony was held 
on 25th ‘August 1996. 

The First Annual Festival (ten days) started on 6th of September 1996. 

“Ther” (Chariot) festival was on 14th of September and “Theertham” (Holy Dip) festival 
was on 15th of September 1996. Since then, the Annual Festival has always been held 
in the second week of August. 


elect nen EI a NCEE AN PABA ATO NEES OCEE SYREN ACEA ARE OEIC 
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First auspicious ‘Sod Turning” ceremony, at 9:30 AM on 10th June 2001, was 
religiously performed by Vaasthuvignani Dr. V. Ganapathy. 


The commencement of the works for Phase II project, with respect to all Saivaite 
Architectural designs and workmanships, was held on 6th June 2002 on the temple 
soil by Dakshinamoorthy Sthapathy. 

Conch-Setting (Sangu Sthapana) ceremony was held during the auspicious hours of 
5AM on Thursday June 13th 2002. 


2003 The major portion of the sculpture works were done in the period 2003-2005. 
- Twelve artisans from Tamilnadu have built a 51ft Raja Gopuram (tower) with five 
2005 levels, the main altar for Lord Murugan with 32ft Vimanam, the Maha Mamndapam 
where Lord Shanmugar is sitting, the altars for Ganapathi, Natarajar, Venkateswarar, 
Nava Grahas, Sivan and Parvathi, Bairavar, Vasantha Mandapam, Sri Arumugar and the 
Pillars. Local contractors placed granite tiles on the floor and inside each altars. 


With the divine grace of almighty Lord Murugan and after due consultation with very. 
eminent priests and astrologers, the Maha Kumbabhishekam (Ritual Inauguration and 
Consecration ceremony) of the Montreal Thiru Murugan Temple has been set to take 
place during the very auspicious time of 7:47 to 8:50 AM on Sunday May 28th 2006. 
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